
MARGO ZALITE
PORTFOLIO



THOSE WHO 
DON’T MOVE 
DON’T NOTICE 
THEIR CHAINS



2010-2013 Master Degree in Music and Drama Directing at 
Hochschule für Musik Hanns Eisler, Berlin

2008-2010 DAAD scholarship to study Visual Anthropology at the 
renowned Freie Universität Berlin

2000-2012 own music and drama productions in Riga (including 
worldpremiere at the Latvian State Opera). Internships at the 
Latvian State Opera, Staatsoper Berlin and Komische Oper Berlin. 

MARGO ZALITE

2001-2006 studies of Scandinavian Cultural History in Latvia, specializing in Inuitology. 
Term spent studying abroad in Greenland, Iceland and the Faroe Islands and 
Copenhagen. At the same time, vocal training and practice in the performing arts. 
Giving internationally acclaimed workshops in applied performance and acting in new 
music theatre. Born in 1985 in Riga, Latvia. 



STAGE DIRECTION
- October 2011 // Schubert “Die Verschworenen”, Hebbel am Ufer 2, Berlin

- February 2011 // Verdi “Traviata”, Gendarmenmarkt

- August 2011 // opening concert at sacred music festival Riga, Arthur Honneger “Le 
Danse Macabre”

- March 2010 // Latvian National opera – prime time staged ORATORIO with choir 
“Kamer...”

- Oct 2009 // Contemporary music festival ARENA - staging of several concerts 
Czaja Czernowin, Sead Haddad etc.

- April/Mai 2008 /// „Spigo“ Women’s choir // Lighting Design + Dance theater + 
Voice 

- September 2007 // State choir „Latvija“ +soloists// Lighting design + Dance theater 
+ 8 short films // Music: 11 contemporary Latvian composers

MUSIC, COMPOSITION, 
PERFORMANCES

- 5 years intensive singing in semiprofessional youth choir „Kamēr...“ // Soli + 
participating in recordings of 3 CDS (myspace margofatal);

- Grounding of own band GOSTI: 7 professional musicians, 4 of them - 
professional composers (fe. Liga Celma, Kristaps Petersons) // Music: 
contemporary avant-garde-Interpretation of different traditional music about 
marriage;

- Composing and singing in concerts of own children music.

- Numerous solo performances;

- 2002 // „POETRY AS MEDICINE“ // 40 poets in hospital, acting as doctors // at 
the end: the poetry-CD opening ceremony

- 2004 // „POETRY AS A LAW“ // 60 poets reading in the Latvian President’s 
Castle

- 2008 // „POETRY AGAINST INFLATION“ // 16 poets as a workers in main 
Latvian bank.

FILM DIRECTIONS
- 2012 in production LEANDRA – documentary about opera singer Leandra Overman

- 2005-2008 working at Latvian Television and Radio – concipating, editing, interviewing

- 2005 „Timofejevka“ // 26 min // a Film about a village in Siberia, where the descendants 
of those Latvians, who left Latvia in the 19th century and still speak 19th century 
Latvian;

- 2007 „Mahi Mahi“ // 4 min // poetical Film about refugees in Romania.

- 2008 „Music-instruments“ // 52 min // Film for Children

WRITINGS
- 2000-2009 in most important Latvian magazines and blogs; mostly with own 

photography’s

- 2005-2007 speechwriter of Latvian Minister of Culture

2010-2012 OPERA DIRECTING MASTER PROGRAM AT THE Hans Eisler 
Academy of Music, BERLIN

2010 VISUAL ANTHROPOLOGY, Free University of Berlin

2006 UNIVERSITY OF GREENLAND, Inuitology

2005 BACHELOR OF ARTS, RIGA, LATVIA

2003 UNIVERSITY OF COPANHAGEN, Inuitology

2000 COLLEGE OF MUSIC MANAGEMENT, Riga

EDUCATION

GRANTS
- 2011-2013 Deutsche Bank Stiftung / Akademie Musiktheater heute 
- 2012 radikalJung festival for young directors, Munich
- 2012 Nomination Best stage director, Latvian Classical Music Award
- 2010 OpenOp Festival for new music theatre, Berlin
- 2000-2009 different Latvian State grants
- 2007 Cite des Arts, Paris Artist residence
- 2003, 2006 CIRIUS Danish State scholarship
- 2008, 2009 DAAD German State scholarship
- 2006, 2008 CULTURE AWARD OF LATVIA, nomination „The best culture 

management of the year“.

ENCOUNTERS
With Meredith Monk (body and vocals) / stage directors Calixto Bieito, Sebastian Baumgarten, Jürgen Flimm / Gidon Kremer / Steve Reich, Michael Nyman, Ariane 
Mnouchkine,, Monica Bonvicini, wisdom bearers from far isolated countries



MEŽA MEASURE
INSTALLATION/
PERFORMANCE
OPENING OF THE 
FESTIVAL 
SURVIVAL KIT
RIGA 2012





DIE VERSCHWORENEN
SINGSPIEL VON FRANZ SCHUBERT
REGIE MARGITA ZALITE
HAU2 BERLIN 
2012







ARTHUR HONNEGER
LA DANSE DES MORTS
NOMINATION BEST STAGING 2011
TRAINMUSEUM RIGA
WITH NATIONAL SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA
AND STATESCHOIR “LATVIJA”
COND. MARIS SIRMAIS





TRAVIATA
BERLIN 
ACADEMY OF MUSIC
2010





JĀRSOKYS DEREIBA
ORATORIO BY LIGA CELMA
LATVIAN NATIONAL OPERA
2010



SIBER 2010 — FOTOBOOK WITH ESSAYS BY MARGO ZALITE
ON ANTHROPOLOGICAL EXPEDITIONS TO LATVIAN VILLAGES IN SIBERIA 



DIRECTING OF 3 CONCERTS
CONTEMPORARY MUSIC FESTIVAL ARĒNA
RIGA 2009





DIRECTORS 
COMPETITION 
VERSIONALE
EUROPIDES 
BAKCHEN
LEIPZIG 2009



“RITE OF ACCOUNTING”
ORATORIO BY LIGA CELMA
JELGAVA, ST.ANNA CHURCH
2008



PREPARING 400 LITER OF 
BIRCH JUICE FOR 
MULTIMEDIAL SACRED 
MUSIC CONCERT WITH 
STATE CHOIR “LATVIJA”, 
11 POETS AND COMPOSERS, 
8 VIDEOS
RIGA 2007



BALETT LOST 
FILM
BERLIN 2008



LEADING AND 
PARTICIPATING 
IN MUSIC 
THEATRE 
WORKSHOPS



LEADING OF 5-DAY WORKSHOP 
“SCULPTURAL OPERA” 
FINNISH ART ACADEMY, 2012

400KG URBAN WASTE,
BUILDING FEAR-MONSTERS, 
DEVELOPING EXPERIMENTAL 
SOUNDS FOR THEM



SOME FEAR MONSTERS.
SPACE OF THE PERFORMANCE - 
A 400 M LONG UNUSED 
TUNEL IN HELSINKI



IN WORKSHOPS WITH  
COMPOSER AND 
CHOREPGRAPHER
MEREDITH MONK



SELECTED 
DIRECTOR 
ASSISTANCE 
WORK



MENTALLY HANDICAPED 
THEATRE THIKWA
DIRECTORS ASSISTANT FOR 
ELFI MIKESCH
BERLIN 2009



FRANCIS POULENC
“DIALOGUES DES 
CARMELITES ”
FROM HOSPITANT TO ACTOR
ROLE - SISTER ANNE
PREMIERE 26.6.2011 
KOMISCHE OPER BERLIN



SOUND DESIGN 
FOR CHEKHOVS CHERRY ORCHARD
RESIDENZTHEATER MUNICH
PREMIERE 22.5.2012





CHILDREN 
PROJECTS



RADIO NABA
IDEA/REALIZATION  OF A 
BROADCAST ‘BRON-HITS’ 
ABOUT NEW 
CONTEMPORARY
POETRY AND MUSIC

LATVIAN RADIO
2002-2006

TARGET AUDIENCE: 
12 Y/O AND UP



LULLABY-IN-NET
WITH FRIENDS 
GROUNDED PROJECT
RIGA 2006



IDEA, TEAMBUILDING 
AND MUSIC FOR A
CHILDREN’S BROADCAST
“INVISIBLE MARGO”

LATVIAN TELEVISION
RIGA 2007

HTTP://WWW.NOMAD.LV/?P=3194

http://www.nomad.lv/?p=3194
http://www.nomad.lv/?p=3194


LULLABY DIET
EXPERIENCE OPERA FOR CHILDREN
LEIPZIG LOFFT-THEATER 2009



MUSIC FOR CHILDREN’S BOOK
“WHAT DID THE ROOSTER SAY?”



“BURNING HORSE”
CO-DIRECTING IN MENTALLY 
HANDICAPPED THEATER THIKWA
BERLIN 2008



SELECTED 
PROJECT IDEAS



CHILDREN VERSION FOR 
WAGNER-YEAR 2013
“LOHENGRIN”

>>
CHILDREN DANCE GROUP AS 

ONE WING OF THE SWAN



part of the object is human body to hear, see, feel and smell (light, cold, moisture, smell, texture)                                                              mosquito horn.

form study sound, smell and light scent.
materials: wax, paper, metal, wood, plants

object consists of several parts. 
each part can exist as a single object in one room or 
divided into separate parts in di!erent spaces. (object is easily applicable to space

connected human bodies. 

blood-sucking

SMELL/TOUCH 
OPERA “ODA” WITH 
INSTALLATIONS 
ARTIST EVELINA 
DEICMANE (LV)
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CONTEMPORARY 
MUSICFESTIVAL IN STRANGE
RURAL CITY
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PRESS



HTTP://KULTURA.DELFI.LV/ARCHIVE/LMB-2011-
NOMINACIJA-GADA-UZVEDUMS-TANGO-MESA-UN-NAVES-
DEJAS.D?ID=42177724

http://www.diena.lv/sodien-laikraksta/es-nebaidos-stradat-ar-kori-13899849
http://www.diena.lv/sodien-laikraksta/es-nebaidos-stradat-ar-kori-13899849
http://www.diena.lv/sodien-laikraksta/es-nebaidos-stradat-ar-kori-13899849
http://www.diena.lv/sodien-laikraksta/es-nebaidos-stradat-ar-kori-13899849
http://www.diena.lv/sodien-laikraksta/es-nebaidos-stradat-ar-kori-13899849
http://www.diena.lv/sodien-laikraksta/es-nebaidos-stradat-ar-kori-13899849


HTTP://WWW.DIENA.LV/KD/RECENZIJAS/GARIGS-TEATRIS-
UN-DEJA-UZ-LOKOMOTIVES-UN-DREZINAS-
RECENZIJA-13901658

http://www.diena.lv/kd/recenzijas/garigs-teatris-un-deja-uz-lokomotives-un-drezinas-recenzija-13901658?image=1#gallery
http://www.diena.lv/kd/recenzijas/garigs-teatris-un-deja-uz-lokomotives-un-drezinas-recenzija-13901658?image=1#gallery
http://www.diena.lv/kd/recenzijas/garigs-teatris-un-deja-uz-lokomotives-un-drezinas-recenzija-13901658?image=1#gallery
http://www.diena.lv/kd/recenzijas/garigs-teatris-un-deja-uz-lokomotives-un-drezinas-recenzija-13901658?image=1#gallery
http://www.diena.lv/kd/recenzijas/garigs-teatris-un-deja-uz-lokomotives-un-drezinas-recenzija-13901658?image=1#gallery
http://www.diena.lv/kd/recenzijas/garigs-teatris-un-deja-uz-lokomotives-un-drezinas-recenzija-13901658?image=1#gallery


HTTP://WWW.DIENA.LV/IZKLAIDE/JAUNAS-MUZIKAS-
FESTIVALA-ARENA-FOKUSA-TUVIE-AUSTRUMI-693327

http://www.diena.lv/kd/recenzijas/garigs-teatris-un-deja-uz-lokomotives-un-drezinas-recenzija-13901658?image=1#gallery
http://www.diena.lv/kd/recenzijas/garigs-teatris-un-deja-uz-lokomotives-un-drezinas-recenzija-13901658?image=1#gallery
http://www.diena.lv/kd/recenzijas/garigs-teatris-un-deja-uz-lokomotives-un-drezinas-recenzija-13901658?image=1#gallery
http://www.diena.lv/kd/recenzijas/garigs-teatris-un-deja-uz-lokomotives-un-drezinas-recenzija-13901658?image=1#gallery



